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METHODS, SYSTEMS, AND COMPUTER
READABLE MEDIA FOR DETECTING
ORPHAN SY OR RX SESSIONS USING AUDIT
MESSAGES WITH FAKE PARAMETER
VALUES

TECHNICAL FIELD

The subject matter described herein relates to auditing Sy
or Rx sessions. More particularly, the subject matter
described herein relates to detecting orphan Sy or Rx sessions
using audit messages with fake parameter values.

BACKGROUND

In Diameter networks, sessions are often established
between policy and charging rules functions (PCRFs) and
other nodes. For example, PCRF's establish Sy sessions with
online charging systems (OCSs) to monitor policy counters,
which govern subscriber spending limits with regard to one or
more services. The PCRF makes policy decisions based on
the status of the policy counters received from the OCS. On
the Rx interface, the PCRF sends re-authorization request
(RAR) messages to application functions (AFs) to re-estab-
lish sessions with the application functions.

The PCRF reserves memory and other resources associ-
ated with each session on each interface that the PCRF sup-
ports. If a session is terminated by the OCS or AF, the PCRF
may not be aware of the termination. A session that is termi-
nated by the remote end but where the PCRF is not aware of
the termination is referred to herein as an orphan session. As
the number of sessions managed by the PCRF increases,
wasted resources due to orphan sessions can degrade PCRF
performance.

The Sy and Rx interface specifications to not define pro-
cedures for detecting orphan sessions. One possible proce-
dure for detecting orphan sessions could be to use an existing
message on one of the interfaces to audit sessions. However,
if an existing message is used to audit sessions, that message
can trigger undesirable results, such as a subscription to
future updates. For example, on the Sy interface, if a spending
limit request with a valid policy counter identifier is used as an
audit message, sending such a message to the OCS will result
the PCRF receiving policy counter updates for the session. An
audit procedure that triggers a subscription and future updates
is undesirable as such a procedure further wastes PCRF and
OCS resources. The base Diameter protocol includes kee-
palive timers and related procedures for Diameter messages.
However, such procedures only test the availability or
unavailability of Diameter communications, which could
represent hundreds or thousands of sessions and is thus
unsuitable for detecting individual orphan sessions.

Accordingly, there exists a need for methods, systems, and
computer readable media for detecting orphan Sy or Rx ses-
sions using audit messages with fake parameters

SUMMARY

The subject matter described herein includes methods, sys-
tems and computer readable media for detecting orphan Sy or
Rx sessions using audit messages with fake parameter values.
One exemplary method includes, at a policy and charging
rules function (PCRF), generating a Diameter audit message
concerning an application level Diameter session for which
the PCRF maintains local resources. The method further
includes including, in the audit message, at least one fake
parameter value. The method further includes sending the
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2

audit message with the fake parameter value to the OCS or the
AF over an SY or RX interface. The method further includes
receiving a response to the audit message from the OCS or
AF. The method further includes determining, based on the
response, whether the application level session comprises and
orphan session. The method further includes, in response to
determining that the application level Diameter session com-
prises an orphan session freeing the local resources main-
tained by the PCRF for the orphan session.

The subject matter described herein can be implemented in
software in combination with hardware and/or firmware. For
example, the subject matter described herein can be imple-
mented in software executed by a processor. In one exemplary
implementation, the subject matter described herein can be
implemented using a non-transitory computer readable
medium having stored thereon computer executable instruc-
tions that when executed by the processor of a computer
control the computer to perform steps. Exemplary computer
readable media suitable for implementing the subject matter
described herein include non-transitory computer-readable
media, such as disk memory devices, chip memory devices,
programmable logic devices, and application specific inte-
grated circuits. In addition, a computer readable medium that
implements the subject matter described herein may be
located on a single device or computing platform or may be
distributed across multiple devices or computing platforms.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the subject matter described
herein will now be explained with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a message flow diagram illustrating messaging
between a PCRF and an OCS for detecting orphan sessions on
the Sy interface according to an embodiment of the subject
matter described herein;

FIG. 2 is a message flow diagram illustrating further mes-
saging between a PCRF and an OCS for detecting orphan
sessions on the Sy interface according to an embodiment of
the subject matter described herein;

FIG. 3 is a state diagram illustrating exemplary steps per-
formed by a PCRF in detecting orphan sessions on the Sy
interface according to an embodiment of the subject matter
described herein;

FIG. 4 is a message flow diagram illustrating exemplary
messaging that may be exchanged between a PCRF and an AF
in detecting orphan sessions on the Rx interface according to
an embodiment of the subject matter described herein;

FIG. 5 is a message flow diagram illustrating further mes-
saging that may be exchanged between the PCRF and the AF
in detecting orphan sessions on the Rx interface according to
an embodiment of the subject matter described herein;

FIG. 6 is a state diagram illustrating exemplary states that
may be implemented by the PCRF in detecting orphan ses-
sions on the Rx interface according to an embodiment of the
subject matter described herein;

FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating exemplary steps per-
formed by a PCRF in detecting orphan sessions on the Rx or
Sy interfaces according to an embodiment of the subject
matter described herein; and

FIG. 8 is ablock diagram illustrating an exemplary internal
architecture for a PCRF according to an embodiment of the
subject matter described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The subject matter described herein includes methods, sys-
tems, and computer readable media for detecting orphan ses-
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sions using fake parameter values. In one embodiment, a
PCRF may implement an auditing procedure for detecting
orphan sessions on the Sy interface by using an existing Sy
protocol message with a fake parameter value to audit ses-
sions with an OCS. As used herein, the term “fake parameter
value” refers to any of the following: a valid value for an
existing parameter, an invalid value for an existing parameter,
or a new parameter (and associated new parameter value),
which triggers the receiving node to respond with a message
from which the auditing node can identify the session as an
orphan session or not and without triggering a subscription.
For example, on the Sy interface, the spending limit request
message is used by the PCRF to determine the spending limit
associated with a particular session. The spending limit
request includes a value referred to as the policy counter
identifier which identifies a policy counter that defines band-
width to be allocated to a subscriber for a particular type of
traffic. For example, the policy counter may indicate that the
subscriber has 2 gigabytes of bandwidth per month for Inter-
net traffic. The spending limit request message may also
include an update request, which triggers the OCS to send the
PCRF updates in the amount of bandwidth remaining for the
subscriber. Using such a message as an audit message would
be undesirable as receiving updates for each session being
audited would waste OCS and PCRF resources.

In light of this difficulty, in one embodiment, the PCRF
may utilize an existing spending limit request message with a
fake policy counter identifier to trigger the OCS to respond
but not to trigger a subscription as the fake policy counter
identifier would not trigger such a subscription. FIG. 1 is a
message flow diagram illustrating exemplary messaging
between the PCRF and the OCS in auditing an Sy session.
Referring to FIG. 1, in step 1, PCRF 100 sends a spending
limit request message to OCS 102. The spending limit request
message may include a session identifier and a fake policy
counter identifier. Table 1 shown below illustrates exemplary
parameters that may be included in the spending limit request
message.

TABLE 1

Exemplary Spending Limit Request Parameters

AVP Value

Session-Id Sy.Op.com; 1876543210; 102
Origin-Host PCRF.Op.com

Origin-Realm Op.com

Destination-Realm Op.com

Auth-Application-Id 16777302

SL-Request-Type UPDATE__REQUEST
Destination-Host ocs.Op.com
Policy-Counter-Identifier Fake PC ID

In Table 1, the session ID Sy.Op.com;1876543210;102 cor-
responds to a session that PCRF 100 believes to be active and
for which PCRF 100 is currently reserving resources. The
policy counter identifier in Table 1 may be fake value that is
out of range for valid policy counter identifiers for that par-
ticular session.

In this example, the session is an orphan session because is
OCS 102 has ceased to maintain state associated with the
session. OCS 102 may cease maintaining a state, for example,
if there is an error associated with the OCS 102, such as a
reboot that causes loss of session data. In step 2 of the mes-
sage flow in FIG. 1, OCS 102 sends a spending limit answer
message with a result code indicating that the session ID is
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unknown. Table 2 shown below illustrates exemplary param-
eters that may be included in the spending limit answer mes-
sage.

TABLE 2

Exemplary Spending Limit Answer
Parameters for Unknown Session

AVP M/O Description

Session-Id M Sy.Op.com; 1876543210; 102

Result-Code M DIAMETER_UNKNOWN__SESSION_ ID
Origin-Host M ocs.Op.com

Origin-Realm M Op.com

Auth-Application-Id M 16777302

In Table 2, the result code of the spending limit answer mes-
sages Diameter unknown session ID. Such a code may notify
a PCRF that the session is no longer active. Accordingly,
PCRF 100 may free resources associated with the session.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 1, because the session
was no longer active, the fake policy counter identifier did not
have any effect on processing performed by OCS 102. How-
ever, if a session is valid, the fake policy counter identifier
may prevent the OCS from initiating a subscription in
response to a spending limit request message from PCRF 100.
FIG. 2 illustrates this case. Referring to FIG. 2, in step 1,
PCRF 100 sends a spending limit request message with a fake
policy counter identifier to OCS 102. In this example, it is
assumed that the session is a valid session being maintained
by OCS 102 and that the fake policy counter identifier is out
of range for that session. Table 3 shown below illustrates
exemplary parameters that may be included in the spending
limit request message.

TABLE 3

Exemplary Spending Limit Request Parameters

AVP Value

Session-Id Sy.Op.com; 1876543210; 102
Origin-Host PCRF.Op.com

Origin-Realm Op.com

Destination-Realm Op.com

Auth-Application-Id 16777302

SL-Request-Type UPDATE_REQUEST
Destination-Host ocs.Op.com

Policy-Counter-Identifier Fake PC ID Value

In Table 3, the session ID in the spending limit request mes-
sage is assumed to correspond to a valid session being main-
tained by OCS 102. The policy counter identifier is assumed
to be a fake value. Accordingly, in step 2 of the message flow
diagram, OCS 102 sends a spending limit answer message to
PCRF 100. The spending limit answer message includes the
session identifier and has a result code indicating that the fake
policy counter identifier is an invalid value. Table 4 shown
below illustrates exemplary parameters that may be included
in the spending limit answer message.

TABLE 4

Exemplary Spending Limit Answer Message Parameter Values

AVP M/O  Description

Session-Id M Sy.Op.com; 1876543210; 102
Result-Code M DIAMETER__INVALID_AVP_ VALUE
Origin-Host M ocs.Op.com
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TABLE 4-continued

Exemplary Spending Limit Answer Message Parameter Values

AVP M/O  Description
Origin-Realm M Op.com
Auth-Application-Id M 16777302

From Table 4, it can be seen that the spending limit answer
message indicates a valid session identifier but an invalid AVP
(attribute value pair) value. As such, the spending limit
answer message is interpreted by PCRF 100 to be a response
to an audit request for that session and indicates that the
session is still active. Accordingly, PCRF 100 may maintain
its resources associated with the particular session. Because
the policy counter identifier sent to OCS 102 is invalid, no
unnecessary subscription is triggered by the spending limit
request message.

FIG. 3 is a state diagram illustrating exemplary states that
may be implemented by PCRF 100 in detecting orphan ses-
sions on the Sy interface. Referring to FIG. 3, in state 300,
PCRF 100 establishes an Sy session with OCS 102. In state
302, PCRF 100 starts a session lifetime timer associated with
the session and monitors Sy traffic. If no traffic is received
within a predetermined time period, the session lifetime timer
expires and PCRF 100 transitions to the need to audit state
304 and then to state 306, where PCRF 100 sends an audit
message to OCS 102 to audit the session.

If, in state 306, an OCS message is received that indicates
that the session is not unknown, as indicated by state 308,
control returns to state 302 where the session lifetime timer is
reset. [faresponse is received that indicates that the session is
unknown, as indicated by state 310, control proceeds to state
312 where the PCRF 100 frees resources associated with the
session. If no response to the audit message is received, con-
trol proceeds to step 314 where it is determined whether a
maximum inactivity time has been reached. If a maximum
inactivity time has been reached, control proceeds to state 312
where resources associated with the session are freed. If the
maximum inactivity timeout has not been reached, control
returns to state 302 where the session lifetime timer is reset
and the states are repeated.

The subject matter described herein is not limited to audit-
ing sessions on the Sy interface. PCRF 100 may also audit
sessions on other interfaces, such as the Rx interface. FIG. 4
illustrates exemplary messages that may be exchanged
between a PCRF and an AF in auditing sessions on the Rx
interface. Referring to FIG. 4, in step 1, PCRF 100 sends a
re-authorization request (RAR) message with a specific
actionof“audit”. The RAR message may include a session ID
that the PCRF 100 believes to be a valid session. In step 2, AF
104 receives the message and determines that the correspond-
ing session is no longer active. Accordingly, AF 104 responds
with a re-authorization answer (RAA) message with a param-
eter value indicating an unknown session identifier. PCRF
100, upon receipt of the message, frees its local resources
associated with the session.

FIG. 5 is a message flow diagram illustrating exemplary
messaging between PCRF 100 and AF 104 for the case where
the session is valid. Referring to FIG. 5, in step 1, PCRF 100
sends an RAR message with an audit parameter in the mes-
sage. Upon receipt of the message, AF 104 identifies the audit
parameter as triggering an audit and determines that the ses-
sion ID corresponds to an active session. Accordingly, in step
2, AF 104 responds with a RAA message indicating DIAM-
ETER_SUCCESS, which indicates to PCRF 100 that the
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session is still active. Upon receipt of such a message, PCRF
100 may maintain its local resources associated with the
session.

FIG. 6 is a state diagram illustrating exemplary states that
may be implemented by PCRF 100 in detecting orphan Rx
sessions. Referring to FIG. 6, in state 600, PCRF 100 starts a
session on the Rx interface. In state 602, PCRF 100 starts a
session lifetime timer for the Rx session. When the session
lifetimer expires, control proceeds to state 304 where PCRF
100 enters the need to audit state. In state 606, PCRF 100
sends an audit message to AF 104. As stated above, in one
implementation, the audit message may be a re-authorization
request message. From state 606, if an RAA message indi-
cating that the session is valid is received from the AF, as
indicated by state 608, control returns to state 602 where the
session lifetime timer is reset. If, however, a message is
received that indicates an unknown Diameter session ID is
received from the AF, as indicated by state 610, control pro-
ceeds to state 612 where the PCRF frees its local resources
associated with the Rx session. If no response is received at
all, control proceeds to state 616 where it is determined
whether a maximum activity timeout has been reached. If the
timeout has been reached, control proceeds to state 612 where
session resources associated with the session are freed. If the
maximum activity timeout has not been reached, control
returns to state 602 where the session lifetime timer is reset
and the auditing process is repeated.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating exemplary overall steps
that may be performed by PCRF 100 in detecting orphan Sy
or Rx sessions using audit messages with fake parameters
according to an embodiment of the subject matter described
herein. Referring to FIG. 7, in step 700, the PCRF generates
a Diameter audit message concerning an application level
Diameter session for which the PCRF reserves local
resources. For example, the session may be an Sy session or
an Rx session that the PCRF believes to be active. In step 702,
the PCRF includes, in the audit message, at least one fake
parameter value. As stated above, the fake parameter value
may be an out of range value for an existing parameter, a new
parameter value, a null parameter value, or any other value
that triggers the receiving node to identify the message as an
audit message. In step 704, the PCRF sends the audit message
with a fake parameter value to the OCS or the AF over an Sy
oran Rx interface. For example, if the sessionis an Sy session,
PCRF 100 may send a spending limit request message to the
OCS over the Sy interface. If the session is an Rx session, the
PCRF 100 may send a RAR message to the AF over the Rx
interface.

In step 706, PCRF 100 receives a response to the audit
message. In step 708, PCRF 100 determines whether the
response indicates an orphan session. For example, PCRF
100 may receive a response indicating that the session is
unknown. If this occurs, control proceeds to step 710 where
resources associated with the session are freed. If, on the other
hand, the response does not indicate an orphan session, con-
trol returns to step 700 where the session is reevaluated.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary archi-
tecture for a PCRF for detecting orphan sessions according to
an embodiment of the subject matter described herein. Refer-
ring to FIG. 8, PCRF 100 includes a Diameter audit message
generator 800 for generating audit messages regarding ses-
sions that PCRF 100 believes to be active. Diameter audit
message generator 800 may generate and insert fake param-
eter values in the audit messages, as described above. PCRF
800 also includes a Diameter audit response processor 802 for
receiving responses to the audit messages and determining,
based on the responses, whether the application level session



US 9,215,133 B2

7

comprises an orphan session. Diameter audit response pro-
cessor 802 may free resources, such resources consumed by
maintaining Sy or Rx session state 804, associated with the
session in response to determining that the audit response
indicates an orphan session. Diameter audit response proces-
sor 802 may also maintain resources associated with the
session if the session is determined to be a valid session. It
should be understood that PCRF 100 along with components
800 and 802 may implement any of the steps or states
described herein for auditing Diameter Sy or Rx sessions.

It will be understood that various details of the presently
disclosed subject matter may be changed without departing
from the scope of the presently disclosed subject matter.
Furthermore, the foregoing description is for the purpose of
illustration only, and not for the purpose of limitation.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for detecting orphan Sy sessions using audit
messages with fake parameter values, the method compris-
ing:

at a policy and charging rules function (PCRF):

generating a Diameter audit message concerning an
application level Diameter session for which the
PCRF reserves local resources, wherein the Diameter
audit message comprises a message for subscribing to
future updates in state regarding the session, wherein
the application level Diameter session comprises an
Sy session and wherein the Diameter audit message
comprises a spending limit request message;

including, in the audit message, at least one fake param-
eter value, wherein the fake parameter value is con-
figured to trigger a response from an online charging
system (OCS) to the audit message from which the
PCREF can determine whether or not the session is an
orphan session and to avoid triggering the OCS to
send future updates regarding the session to the
PCREF;

sending the audit message with the fake parameter value
to the OCS over an Sy interface;

receiving a response to the audit message from the OCS;

determining, based on the response, whether the session
comprises an orphan session; and

in response to determining that the session comprises an
orphan session freeing the local resources maintained
by the PCRF for the orphan session.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the fake parameter value
comprises a policy counter identifier out of range of policy
counter identifiers expected by the OCS as normal for the
session.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein upon initiation of a
session, the PCRF sets an audit timer and wherein sending the
Diameter audit message includes sending the Diameter audit
message in response to expiration of the audit timer.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein determining, based on
the response, whether the session is an orphan session
includes identifying the response as indicating an orphan
session if the response indicates that the session is unknown.

5. A system for detecting orphan Sy sessions using audit
messages with fake parameter values, the system comprising:

a policy and charging rules function (PCRF) including:

a Diameter audit message generator for generating a
Diameter message for auditing an application level
Diameter session for which the PCRF maintains local
resources for including, in the message, at least one
fake parameter value, and for sending the message
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with the fake parameter value to an online charging
system (OCS) over an Sy interface, wherein the
Diameter audit message comprises a message for sub-
scribing to future updates in state regarding the ses-
sion, wherein the fake parameter value is configured
to trigger a response by the OCS to the audit message
from which the PCRF can determine whether or not
the session is an orphan session and to avoid trigger-
ing the OCS to send future updates regarding the
session to the PCRF, wherein the Diameter session
comprises an Sy session and wherein the Diameter
audit message comprises a spending limit request
message; and

a Diameter audit response processor for receiving a
response to the spending limit request message from
the OCS, for determining, based on the response,
whether the application level session comprises an
orphan session, and for, in response to determining
that the application level Diameter session comprises
an orphan session, freeing the local resources main-
tained by the PCRF for the orphan session.

6. The system of claim 5 wherein the fake parameter value
comprises a policy counter identifier out of range of policy
counter identifiers expected by the OCS as normal for the
Diameter session.

7. The system of claim 5 wherein upon initiation of a
session, the PCRF sets an audit timer and wherein sending the
Diameter audit message includes sending the Diameter audit
message in response to expiration of the audit timer.

8. The system of claim 5 wherein determining, based on the
response, whether the session is an orphan session includes
identifying the response as indicating an orphan session if the
response indicates that the session is unknown.

9. A non-transitory computer readable medium having
stored thereon executable instructions that when executed by
a computer control the computer to perform steps compris-
ing:

at a policy and charging rules function (PCRF):

generating a Diameter audit message concerning an
application level Diameter session for which the
PCRF reserves local resources, wherein the Diameter
audit message comprises a message for subscribing to
future updates in state regarding the session, wherein
the application level Diameter session comprises an
Sy session and wherein the Diameter audit message
comprises a spending limit request message;

including, in the audit message, at least one fake param-
eter value, wherein the fake parameter value is con-
figured to trigger a response from an online charging
system (OCS) to the audit message from which the
PCREF can determine whether or not the session is an
orphan session and to avoid triggering the OCS to
send future updates regarding the session to the
PCREF;

sending the audit message with the fake parameter value
to the OCS over an Sy interface;

receiving a response to the audit message from the OCS;

determining, based on the response, whether the session
comprises an orphan session; and

in response to determining that the session comprises an
orphan session freeing the local resources maintained
by the PCRF for the orphan session.
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